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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EC, SNAR 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR HELICOPTERS 
REF: QUITO 3587 

1. PER PARA 6 REFTEL, DEPARTMENT HAS PROVIDED FOR PRO- 
CUREMENT OF HELICOPTERS UNDER LIMITED AND UNIQUE 
CONDITIONS WHERE HELICOPTERS ARE MOST APPROPRIATE MEANS 
OF COMBATTING ILLICIT NARCOTICS PRODUCTION AND TRAFFIC. 
COUNTRIES WHERE THIS HAS OCCURRED INCLUDE MEXICO, BURMA 
AND THAILAND. 

2. DEPARTMENT VIEWS ECUADOR AS IMPORTANT TRANSSHIPMENT 
POINT FOR ILLICIT NARCOTICS TRAFFIC AND DOES NOT SEE NEED 
FOR HELICOPTERS IN THIS CONTEXT. IN MEXICO, FOR EXAMPLE, 
HELICOPTERS ARE USED TO MOVE TROOPS INTO REMOTE AREAS FOR 
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ERADICATION, NOT FOR INTERDICTION. IN ALL CASES, 
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HELICOPTERS HAVE BEEN THE ONLY EFFICIENT MEANS OF TRANS- 
PORTATION INTO ISOLATED AND INACCESSIBLE REGIONS WHERE 
OPIUM IS BEING CULTIVATED OR TRAFFICKED. WE SEE THE 
ECUADOR SITUATION BETTER HANDLED BY INCREASING EMPHASIS ON 
MORE CONVENTIONAL APPROACHES TO NARCOTICS PROBLEMS AND 
BASIC IMPROVEMENT IN ITS INTERDICTION EFFORTS WHICH 
CAN BE ACHIEVED THROUGH MORE TRADITIONAL ANTI-SMUGGLING 

TECHNIQUES NOT REQUIRING EXPENSIVE AND HIGHLY SOPHISTICAT- 
ED EQUIPMENT. THUS, WE ARE NOT PREPARED TO PROVIDE HELI- 
COPTERS TO ECUADOR FOR THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE. OF COURSE, 

IF GOE INTERESTED IN PURCHASING HELICOPTERS ON COMMERCIAL 
TERMS WITH OWN FUNDS, DEPARTMENT PREPARED TO ASSIST IN 
EVERY WAY POSSIBLE. KISSINGER 
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